214                 LETTERS FROM SAMOA
G------ and  Lloyd to join  him, and they left
yesterday morning. They are going in the opposite direction to Malua, and will see the best scenery; it was very lucky to get the
chance, as  G------  naturally wishes  to  see all
he can, and particularly wants to learn something of native life and habits where they are to be seen almost unchanged.    It is fortunate that he can do so without the faintest difficulty or danger in Samoa.    You must know that the Samoans were   not   cannibals  even  when  the earliest missionaries arrived here; though some of their customs seem to indicate that they may have been  so  long,  long ago.    For instance, prisoners are still brought in tied up like pigs; and there are other habits that I forget, which still linger in some half-forgotten use.    But there is no tradition of cannibalism having been practised, nor of how it came to be given up; and I often realise with wonder our feeling of absolute safety among the natives here.    Sometimes on club nights Austin and I are all alone at Vailima, and he goes off to bed in ' Pineapple Cottage' quite unconcerned; while I do the same in this house, with all the doors and windows set open to the night and to any one who might choose to enter.    How many places are there at home where one would care to do as much ?